














What is Civil Society?

ΧŀƴŘ όǿƘȅύ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ /ƘƛƴŀΚ



/ƛǾƛƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜΧ

ÅA community of citizens linked by common interests 
and collective action (Oxford English Dictionary)

ÅPublic space beyond the government, the family and 
the market, in which people can debate and take 

action. 

ÅA sense of shared responsibility and stewardship, for 
a way of life people value. 



/ƛǾƛƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ /ŀƴ LƴŎƭǳŘŜΧ

ÅDebate, sharing of information and ideas, and discussing 
shared concerns, in person, in the news media, or on the 
internet and social media.

ÅForming non-government organizations or working 
individually to advocate for a cause, or provide assistance to 
those who need it.

ÅWorking in professional groups ςƭƛƪŜ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ Weiquan(civil 
rights) lawyers ςto make sure laws are fairly upheld.

ÅProtests and citizen movements, calling for policy changes or 
reforms.















Regulating Civil Society: 1984

ά9ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 
with a government line agency in its 
professional field, and shall be reviewed and 
supervised by the State Commission for the 
wŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ {ȅǎǘŜƳΦέ

1984, Document # 25, issued by the Communist Party 

Central Committee & the State Council







Regulating Civil Society: 1990s

China begins to embrace the internet.  Official at 1996 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 
more benefits than harm.

ÅChinese state-run media journalists, spurred by market 
reforms, start to experiment with investigative reporting.

ÅForeign foundations and NGOs do rule of law training for 
Chinese officials, lawyers and judges.





Å!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ мΥ   ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ 
freedom of association (and) the lawful rights 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ

Å!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ нΥ ά{ƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ όŀǊŜύ ƴƻƴ-profit 
organizations voluntarily created by Chinese 
citizens to achieve the collective desires of 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦέ

мффуΥ άwŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ


















