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Looking to China?



Skyscraper 
North America

7/13-15 $26 m
7/13-22 $47 m

China
7/20-22 $47 m



ZTE 
Employees
2010-2017

Statista



New York Times, July 2018

Qualcomm 
owes NXP 
$2 billion 
break-up fee



California was the #1 U.S. exporter to China in 2016

$13 b in goods

communications equipment

waste & scrap

motor vehicles

navigational & measuring  

equipment

industrial machinery

$7 b in services (2015)

travel
education
industrial processes royalties
film & television distribution
passenger fares

2.  Washington (goods) 3. Texas (goods) 4. New York (services) 5. South Carolina (goods)









Criticize Lin Biao 
and Criticize 
Confucius, 1974





Xi Jinping, September 
24, 2014

2565th anniversary of 
the birth of Confucius

“The Chinese nation has always 
been peace-loving. Our love for 
peace is also deeply rooted in 
Confucianism. Since ancient times, 
Chinese people have held in 
esteem ideas preaching peace…”



Houston Community 
College,

November 2010

NYC Confucius Plaza 
Apartments,
1975

CSU Los Angeles,
June 1987







Confucius statue, January - April, 2011

Remko Tanis, 2011



Changchun, 2015



“中国人民是具有伟大创造精神
的人民… 我国产生了老子、孔子、

庄子、孟子、墨子、孙子、韩非
子等闻名于世的伟大思想巨匠…”

“Two Meetings” 
National People’s Congress
Chinese People’s Political 

Consultative Conference
March 2018



1953

1965





1987

1999





rejuvenation 复兴 of China
grows out of the national humiliation 国耻 story

Shenyang, 2015

National humiliation 
day, September 18



1750 1800 1830 1860 1880 1900

Europe 23.2 28.1 34.2 53.2 61.3 62

UK 1.9 4.3 9.5 19.9 22.9 18.5

Habsburg 2.9 3.2 3.2 4.2 4.4 4.7

France 4 4.2 5.2 7.9 7.8 6.8

Germany 2.9 3.5 3.5 4.9 8.5 13.2

Italy 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.5 2.5

Russia 5 5.6 5.6 7 7.6 8.8

US 0.1 0.8 2.4 7.2 14.7 23.6

Japan 3.8 3.5 2.8 2.6 2.4 2.4

Third World 73 67.7 60.5 36.6 20.9 11

China 32.8 33.3 29.8 19.7 12.5 6.2

India 24.5 19.7 17.6 8.6 2.8 1.7
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strong China 

civilized China

harmonious China

beautiful China

The official aims of the 
China Dream



The means –

Leninist party-state

with Chinese characteristics



yidaiyilu.gov.cn



peace & cooperation

openness & inclusiveness

mutual learning & benefit

connectivity 连接

economic advance

innovation

taking attendance

29 heads of state
representatives from 

130 countries 
international organizations



US 
companies 
seeking to 
participate





The National, Dec. 14, 2017

AFP

Hambantota port



Hambantota, Sri Lanka
and oil shipping routes

PressTV (Iran)
October, 25, 2017



Demographics – depending 
on millennials



Communist Youth League promoted video
CD Rev, Summer 2016



Han Han 韩寒
b. 1982



Duckweed, 2017The Continent, 2014
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15-34: 413 million
20-34: 330 million



-4 -3 -2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

75-79

80-84

85-89

90-94

95-99

100+

U.S. Population, 2016

Females

Males

15-34  89 million
20-34  68 million

US Census Bureau





depending on China’s millennials 

support a rapidly aging population

build a more balanced, market-driven economy

addressing pressing problems 

inequality
environmental degradation

must be more productive and more innovative



Clayton Dube, 1991

from farm to factory
Loutang, Shanghai  娄塘镇，嘉定县 (区)



to high tech 
fabrication and 
assembly

Seagate factory, Wuxi 

Robert Scoble, 2008



China now the 
largest market for 
industrial robots

Tianjin robot arm training

Mitch Altman, 2014

Cory Grenier, 2010
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Do millennials see the world 
differently?



Pew Research Center
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不利的观点

China 中国 > US 美国

US 美国 > China 中国



% having positive views toward the U.S./China

Chinese  中国人 >
US 美国

Americans 美国人> 
China 中国

Age Group 
年龄

2013 2015 2013 2015

Under 30 50% 59% 57% 55%

30-49 41% 45% 35% 41%

50 and 
older

27% 29% 27% 27%

Pew Research Center 
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We’re getting older
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Data :United Nations, World 

Population Prospects 2008 Revision

Median Age:

US 2005: 36 2030:  39

China 2005: 33 2030:  41





24 Filial Exemplars  二十四孝



New Models of Filial Piety



Financial scams 

Ezubao 租宝， Feb. 2016 (US $9.4 b)
Shanlin Finance 善林财富, April 2018 (US $9 b)



Food and Drug Scandals



Wang Yue 王悅
2011



Los Angeles Times, June 2017



Alibaba /
Hema 

Tencent  / 
Carrefour



支付宝 Alipay
smile to pay at KFC





China exported $2.1 trillion worth 
of goods in 2016

#2 US exported $1.5 trillion worth of 
goods

BBC
UN COMTRADE



Wall Street Journal
Los Angeles Times
Fortune 



The Economist, 
2015.8.31

Bloomberg Businessweek,
2015.8.31



Worrying about the middle income trap –

101 middle income economies in 1960

13 advanced to high income by 2008

Equatorial Guinea
Greece
Hong Kong
Ireland
Israel
Japan
Mauritius
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Republic of Korea
Singapore
Spain
Taiwan

East Asian Developmental Model 



Contemporary China

East   45% of the land, 94% of the people

West  55% of the land, 6% of the people 





demographic takeover



migration plus development





Don’t forget Vladivostok!

Northeast 
Asia –
North Korea’s 
weapons 
development 
issue





North Korean exports 
to China, 2015
83% of all exports

North Korean 
imports from China, 

2015
85% of all imports

UNCTAD data, 
visualization by Observatory of 
Economic Complexity



生活周刊 Life Weekly, 
September 2012

财经 Caijing, 
September 2012

East China Sea 
dispute



Bloomberg Businessweek, 
October 2012



Shenzhen Satellite TV, September 2012



South China Sea

南海: 

Troubled Waters





Time, Sept. 3, 1945 / Time, Feb. 7, 1949



Puck magazine, 1890s



Time, 

April 1971

The American Legion 

Magazine, 

October 1971



Rapprochement, 1971-1972



Mao dies, September 1976









The US-China Honeymoon



Time, 

January 19, 1976

Time, 

January 1, 1979

Time,

Feb. 5, 

1979

Time, 

Sept. 26, 

1983

Time, 

Sept. 23, 

1985

Time, 

January 6, 

1986



economic reform













Chinese video arguing for the legitimacy of 
its governance system 



soft power

(the US has –had?- this, 
China wants it)

L: Daping Village elementary 

school students get “Dangerous”  



A: Bai Shuying, channels Michael 

Jackson on China’s Got Talent 





Financial Times, Dec. 6, 2016

WEF, Jan. 17, 2017



Jan. 2018
solar panels, washing machines

[possible] March 2018
aluminum, steel 

Trade hawks

Wilbur Ross, Sec. of Commerce
Robert Lighthizer, U.S. Trade Representative
Peter Navarro, (restored?) 

National Trade Council



“Since 2000, the year before 
China entered the World Trade 
Organization, the United States 
has lost more than 60,000 
factories — not jobs, entire 
factories.”

role of automation?
自动化的作用



Film made by Peter 
Navarro
Watch the trailer at 
YouTube



Pres. Trump launches
“Made in America” 
Week, July 17, 2017



CCP 19th Party 
Congress
Oct. 18-24, 2017

Cementing this 
as the age of Xi



Xi Jinping 习近平
b. 1953
General Secretary

Li Keqiang Li Zhanshu

Wang HuningWang Yang

Zhao Leji Han Zheng
CCP Politburo Standing Committee, 2017







Mao Zedong
CCP Chair

Mao Zedong
State Chair

Zhou Enlai
Premier

Mao Zedong
CCP Military 

Chair

1949-1959

Zhao Ziyang
Premier, 

1980-1987

Hu Yaobang
CCP 

Gen. Sec., 
1982-1987

Li Xiannian
State Pres.
1983-1988

Deng 
Xiaoping 

CCP Military
Chair,

1981-1989

Post-Mao
Collective Leadership



U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
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goods and services

US > China

China > US

China > US up 351%
US > China up 585%  



Investment in 
Research & 
Development

Share of GDP



shipped 335,400 TEUs (containers) in 2014
#1 exporter in terms of volume

HQ: City of Industry, California



C. Dube, Beijing subway



Clearing out the 
“low-end 
population” 
低端人口



European Press Agency

Reuters



Financial Times 
Chinese



Push Back



Three dominant institutions 
shaping China today:

1 - Communist Party structure and 
rule

2 – Hukou (household 
responsibility system)

3 – the now-relaxed population 
planning policy



“The People’s Commune represents a much higher degree 
of socialist development and collectivization… Its massive 
scale of production requires more efficient organization 
with great labor flexibility, as well as womens’ production 
participation. So people are setting up more and more 
community canteens, nurseries, sewing groups…”   

People’s Daily, 1958



“The family is a historically produced 
phenomenon and will be eliminated.”

Liu Shaoqi 刘少奇



But the household persisted, in 
accounting and control

Globe and Mail, 2015



Hukou card, contemporary

Name Household head/Relationship

Sex

Ethnicity
Birthplace

Birthdate

Religion

Blood typeHeight

Address

ID number

Educ. Level Marital 
status

Military status

EmploymentRegistration office

When did he/she arrive here? 
From where?

Registration date
Registrar

Previous name

Status



Republican era (1941) hukou
registration



Why hukou matters

三思教育，2016

urbanites
farmers

benefits



May 4, 2015

Divergent 
Opportunities



Invisible 
Wall

Adan Avalos and Han Xie, Picun, 2009



Kashi  喀什市
قەشقەر شەھرى

500,000 in city proper
4 m in the prefecture

2010 special economic zone
China terminus of Karakoram Highway



Kashi (Kashgar), 1985



Photos: Josh Summers, 2009
and Stefan Green, 2010



RFA, Jan. 2018

Associated Press 
May 2018
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